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City of El Cajon 
Building Safety Division 

200 Civic Center Way 
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Phone: (619) 441-1726 

                                 

EMERGENCY EGRESS WINDOW REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

Requirements for All Window Replacements: 

A building permit is required; all replacement window(s) must conform to current construction standards. 
 

Window Replacements for Sleeping Rooms and Basements 

Pursuant to the 2022 California Residential Code (CRC) Section R310.2, one (1) window or door 
leading directly to the outside, is required in all rooms used for sleeping and basements and shall 
meet the following specifications:  

 Minimum 5.7 square foot opening.* 

 Minimum height: 24 inches* 

 Minimum width: 20 inches* 

 Maximum height from floor to bottom of clear opening: 44 inches 

Exception:  

Basement or Ground Floor Egress Windows, shall have a minimum 5.0 square foot opening* 
 

Please note that vinyl windows generally have larger casements and smaller openable areas. Verify 
manufacturer’s specifications to verify your selected windows comply with egress requirements. 
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* Note:  In order to meet the required 5.7 or 5.0 sf opening, either the width or 

height (or both) must exceed the minimum dimensions noted 
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